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and acknowledged influence, which should make him regarded
an the fnond of his country, of the female sex, and of the
human race.

"There is no doubt that it was greatly through his firmness,
his enlightened reasonings, and his persevering efforts, that the
Government of Bengal at last thought themselves enabled to
interdict the immolation of widows. His arguments, and his
appeals to ancient authorities held sacred by the Brahmins,
enlightened the minds of many of them ; and made the merciful
interposition of Lord WM BBNTTNOK and his Council, no
longer regarded by them, and by persons connected with the
East India Company at home, as an interference with the
religion of the Hindoos When the interested and superstitious,
as their last effort, appealed against the edict of the Govern-
ment of India to the King in Council, BAMMOHITN- ROY was
here to oppose the appeal ; and his unwearied efforts were
given in aid of that result which finally annihilated the dreadful
sacrifice of the living widow, and filled his heart, and the hearts
of numbers of his countrymen, with joy and gratitude.

"To enable us to comprehend the immense difficulties which
the Reformer had to contend with in effecting this great object,
it will be well here to refer to his previous writings on the
subject."

"The conferences," says Dr. C., "between an advocate for,
and an opponent of, the practice of burning widows alive, of
which a translation is subjoined to the Veds, give us an oppor-
tunity of observing, not only the tenaciousness with which the
superstitious Brahmins clung to this horrid sacrifice, and the
grounds on which it was defended, but also the acuteness of
the Reformer's mind, and the logical adroitness with which he
reasoned from common admissions ; still more, they display his
views of the character and circumstances of the female sex, the
diffusion of which in Hindoostan must tend to elevate them to
their due rank in society.

" 'The faults which you have imputed to women,' wrote
the Rajah, 'are not planted in their constitution bv nature. -.